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From  three  small  rooms  and  virtually 
no  program  at  all  to  world  recognition 
in  only  six  years.  This  is  the  symbol 
and  the  substance  of  the  report  of 
the  Commission  for  the  Blind  for 
fiscal  1964. 

To  Meet  The  World  with  hope  and 
confidence — this  is  the  theme.  Word 
of  the  Commission’s  program  of 
training  blind  persons  has  spread 
throughout  the  world  in  recent  years. 
This  year  that  recognition  reached  a 
high  point  when  observers  from  many 
foreign  countries  came  to  Iowa  to 
study  intensively  the  techniques  and 
methods  now  proved  successful  by 
the  Iowa  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
The  cover  shows  some  of  these  ob- 
servers being  greeted  by  blind  lowans. 


INSTRUCTION  and  PRACTICE  combine  to  allow  any  blind  man 
in  any  country  to  travel  when  he  wants  and  where  he  wants  with 
safety.  Here  a leader  of  the  blind  of  Ceylon  learns  the  techniques 
of  the  long,  fiberglass  cane,  which  he  is  now  passing  on  to  his 
fellow  countrymen.  "In  Iowa,"  he  says,  "it  is  respectable  to  be 
blind.  Here  the  cane  is  not  a symbol  of  infirmity  but  a symbol  of 
strength.  The  long  cane  has  given  me  an  entirely  different  set 
of  values,  has  revolutionized  my  thinking.”  So  happy  with  this 
discovery  in  Iowa,  he  is  calling  this  cane  the  "Iowa  Cane,"  and  our 
state  receives  recognition  half  way  around  the  world  in 
still  another  field. 
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Honorable  Harold  E.  Hughes 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
State  House 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Dear  Governor  Hughes: 

Complying  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  93,  Code  of  Iowa  for  1962,  we  submit  with 
pleasure  the  report  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1964. 

Iowa  in  fiscal  1964  became  recognized  as  a world  leader  in  work  with  the  blind. 
Representatives  of  many  nations  who  studied  our  program  this  year  are  now  passing 
on  our  methods  and  techniques  to  their  countrymen  from  Pakistan  to  Australia,  from 
Turkey  to  Ceylon.  We  are  pleased,  indeed,  to  have  been  able  to  contribute  in  some  degree 
to  international  understanding  and  to  increased  world-wide  knowledge  of  our  state. 
Cooperation  on  the  part  of  many  people  has  enabled  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  to 
reach  this  achievement,  and  we  know  it  will  continue  to  keep  Iowa  in  the  forefront. 
Working  with  legislators,  state  officials,  employers,  and  the  public  at  large  the  Com- 
mission hopes  to  maintain  the  progress  of  the  past  few  years. 


Very  truly  yours, 


IOWA  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Kenneth  Jernigan,  Director 


To  Meet  The  World — a report  on  the  pro- 
gress of  the  blind  of  Iowa.  More  blind 
persons  received  service  in  Iowa  during 
fiscal  1964  than  ever  before.  It  was  a 
year  which  saw  many  foreign  nations 
sending  observers  to  study  Iowa  programs 
as  a model  for  the  blind  of  their  own 
countries.  And  who  can  tell  how  many 
blind  persons  over  the  world  will  benefit 
from  the  instruction  of  our  many  visiting 
foreign  observers? 

One  visitor  from  Pakistan  told  the  Des 
Moines  Register,  “It  is  the  philosophy 
that  prevails  here  that  we  must  adopt.” 
And  the  observer  from  Ceylon  said  to 
the  same  reporter,  “This  is  the  high  water 
mark  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  blind  in 
America.  It  would  be  a great  service  of 
this  country  if  at  least  one  blind  person 
from  each  foreign  nation  could  spend 
some  time  here.”  The  blind  of  Iowa  are 
truly  going  forth  with  skills  and  courage 
To  Meet  The  World. 


The  programs  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind 
affect  all  lowans.  Blind  persons  receive  train- 
ing, job  opportunities,  books  and  magazines, 
special  aids  and  devices — in  short,  those  services 
needed  to  bring  about  the  blind  individual’s  full 
potential  for  social  integration  and  self-support. 
Children  see  a parent  working  again.  Neighbors 
have  another  contributor  to  community  life. 


BLIND  I0WANS  SERVED  IN  FISCAL  1964 
BY  COMMISSION  DEPARTMENTS 


Library  1847 

Rehabilitation 252* 

Home  Teaching  634 

Home  Industries  ..  131 

Vending  Stands 21 

Provision  of  Special  Tools,  Aids,  and 
Devices  500** 

Total  Served  by  Departments  3435 


^Orientation  And  Adjustment  Students  Included  In 
This  Number 


**Estimated 


One  way  to  quickly  see  the 
effect  on  Iowa  of  the  total  pro- 
gram for  the  blind  is  to  compare 
the  number  of  blind  persons  reha- 
bilitated with  those  receiving  aid 
to  the  blind  or  welfare  grants. 
From  the  middle  1930's  to  1957 
there  was  a steady  increase  of 
blind  persons  eligible  for  and  re- 
ceiving welfare  payments.  Since 
1958  that  number  has  continued 
to  drop,  even  though  there  are 
more  blind  lowans  every  year. 
Several  reasons  exist  for  the  cur- 
rent decline,  but  one  is  that  the 
self-care  and  self-support  con- 
cepts and  activities  of  the  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  do  work.  An 
untrained  blind  person  on  public 
assistance  can  easily  cost  taxpay- 
ers $75,000  to  $100,000  in  a life- 
time. Given  proper  training  and 
opportunity  that  same  blind  person 
can  go  out  with  his  head  high 
To  Meet  The  World. 
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WITH  EFFECTIVE  TRAINING 


Braille  shorthand  is  useful  to  the  blind  secretary, 
the  blind  college  student,  or  the  blind  business 
man.  Here  a visitor  from  Malaysia  learns  the  in- 
struction system  used  in  the  Iowa  Orientation  and 
Adjustment  Center  for  the  Blind.  This  enables  blind 
persons  to  take  shorthand  as  fast  as  120  words 
a minute. 


As  Iowa  becomes  more  industrialized,  the  safe  and 
efficient  techniques  taught  at  the  Orientation  and 
Adjustment  Center  in  Des  Moines  allow  blind 
persons  to  take  their  places  on  factory  assembly 
lines  or  in  machine  shops.  This  blind  leader  of 
Ceylon  can  now  teach  the  same  methods  to  his 
blind  fellow  countrymen. 
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"If  I can  water  ski,  then  perhaps  I can  also  do  other 
things  which  I thought  impossible.  Perhaps  I need 
to  re-examine  my  entire  attitude  and  outlook 
concerning  blindness  and  its  limitations."  Not  an 
uncommon  reaction  as  a blind  person  finds  himself 
water  skiing  for  the  first  time.  Such  outings  are  an 
important  part  of  the  training  program  at  the 
Orientation  Center. 


Proper  training  brings  competence,  self-suffici- 
ency, and  jobs;  and  proper  training  is  the 
goal  of  the  Orientation  and  Adjustment  Center 
of  the  Iowa  Commission  for  the  Blind.  The 
basic  philosophy  of  the  Center  is  that  it  is 
respectable  to  be  blind,  and  that  a blind  person 
must  devise  alternative  techniques  to  do 
efficiently  the  things  he  would  do  with  sight 
if  he  had  normal  vision.  The  blind  individual 
comes  to  the  realization,  emotionally  and 
intellectually,  that  he  can  lead  a normal  life. 
Learning  the  skills  of  Braille,  cane  travel, 
typing,  wood  and  metal  working,  home  eco- 
nomics, et  cetera  aids  him  in  this  realization. 

Then  he  must  go  on  to  realize  that  he  still 
may  fail  if  he  does  not  understand  the  public 
attitude  toward  blindness  and  why  that  attitude 
exists,  and  if  he  does  not  learn  to  understand 
and  control  his  responses  and  reactions  to 
the  public.  Armed  with  proper  techniques  and 
attitudes  a blind  person  is  ready  To  Meet 
The  World. 


From  every  corner  of  Iowa  and  of  the  world 
blind  students  and  observers  have  come  this 
year  to  find  their  key  to  success.  Intensive 
training  shows  that  blindness  need  not  be 
the  tragic  limiter  most  people  consider  it. 
Many  totally  blind  persons  are  working  every 
day  as  machinists,  lawyers,  farmers,  secre- 
taries, electricians,  and  scientists.  Even 
newer  fields  such  as  electronic  computer 
programming  are  fast  being  opened.  But 
essential  training  in  skills  and  attitudes  is 
first  required. 


Not  all  blind  persons  who  receive  voca- 
tional training  from  the  Commission  for  the 
Blind  need  or  can  profit  from  the  intensive 
classes  at  the  Orientation  and  Adjustment 
Center.  Some  go  directly  into  one  type  or 
another  of  on-the-job  training,  trade  school, 
or  college  situation.  Students  graduating 
from  the  Center  go  to  a job,  to  college,  to 
additional  specialized  training,  to  on-the-job 
training,  or  to  the  home  community  as  home 
makers.  They  are  ready  with  the  skills  and 
attitudes  to  go  efficiently  and  successfully 
To  Meet  The  World. 


■ Activities  vary  at  the  Cen- 
ter, but  all  teach  skills 
and/or  confidence  to  blind 
persons.  Several  times  a 
year,  in  winter  and  summer, 
students  cut  wood  for  the 
Center  fireplace.  It  is  hard 
to  feel  sorry  for  yourself  on 
one  end  of  a crosscut  saw. 


Braille  switchboard  opera-  ■ 
tion  gives  an  office  trainee 
another  skill  to  make  her 
more  competitive.  The  Pak- 
istani observer  learns  the 
operation  for  future  instruc- 
tion in  her  own  country. 


■ Good  cooking  helps  a happy 
home,  and  students  test 
their  skill  on  a willing  sub- 
ject. Simple  techniques  and 
Braille  recipes  make  it  easy, 
after  some  practice,  to  fix 
the  best  cookies  or  pot  roast 
in  town. 


Accurate  cuts  and  proper  ■ 
gluing  can  be  done  by  a 
blind  man  in  the  woodshop. 
Afterwards  he  can  varnish 
the  case  to  a gloss.  “Sleep- 
shades”  let  those  with  a 
small  amount  of  remaining 
eyesight  learn  blind  techni- 
ques faster  in  class. 


In  fiscal  1964  the  Peace  Corps  began  to  give 
consideration  to  the  possibility  of  sending 
teams  to  train  the  blind  in  foreign  lands.  The 
Iowa  Center  was  selected  to  do  initial  planning 
with  the  committee  named  to  study  the  project. 
And  from  the  Korean  Embassy  in  Washington 
came  this  call  for  help.  “Your  service  to 
these  people  (the  blind)  is  acclaimed  world- 
wide, and  is  especially  admired  and  esteemed 
in  Korea.  We  have  a leader  of  the  Korean  blind 
— Miss  Hee  Yong  Yang.  I believe  Miss  Yang 
would  gain  much  needed  information  if  she 
could  be  given  the  opportunity  to  remain  with 
your  staff  until  she  has  acquired  a greater 
knowledge  of  the  motivating  philosophy,  opera- 
tions, and  techniques  of  your  agency,  which 
you  are  applying  so  successfully. 
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AT  WORK 


Blindness  is  actually  an  aid  to  this 
nun  for  she  is  now  a teacher  of 
this  blind  child.  The  nun  knows 
well  the  abilities  and  problems  of 
the  blind.  Telephone  use  is  taught 
by  touch. 


Again  this  year  a record  number  of  blind  persons  went  to  work  in  Iowa.  Fifty-nine  were  rehabilitated. 


First  blind  person  ever  hired  by 
Northwestern  Bell  in  any  state — 
an  Iowan.  Employed  during  fiscal 
1964.  Trained  at  Commission  for  the 
Blind.  Shown  here  at  Des  Moines 
Telephone  office  operating  a CAMA 
board. 


Precision  inspection  of  Iowa’s  indus- 
trial products  can  be  done  by 
qualified  blind  workers.  Here  a blind 
woman  inspects  electrical  compon- 
ents at  her  place  of  employment.  She 
has  become  part  of  Iowa’s  expanding 
industrial  force. 


Blind  people  are  of  many  sorts.  Some  are  tone  deaf, 
but  some  perform  well  as  entertainers.  Here  is  a 
young  blind  man  beginning  his  career. 


In  his  own  shop  this  deaf-blind  man  does  quality  book 
and  magazine  binding.  There  is  no  problem  with 

proper  training  and  proper  opportunity. 


"I've  got  what,  doctor?” 

Chiropractic  is  a good  field  for  competent  blind  per- 
sons, and  this  chiropractor  has  opened  his  office  after 
help  from  the  Commission  -for  the  Blind. 


Time  to  harvest!  This  blind  farmer  is  planning  his  fall 
season  chores  to  make  certain  his  farm  is  as  efficient 
and  productive  as  others  in  Iowa. 


To  rehabilitate  a blind  person  is  to  train  him  for  and  place 
him  in  a situation  where  he  can  operate  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  capacities.  Like  sighted  people,  blind  people  do  not  have 
exactly  the  same  potential.  Talents,  abilities,  and  capacities 
vary.  Some  blind  people  are  able  to  achieve  complete  self- 
support;  others  only  partial  self-support.  With  some  the  goal 
is  to  return  to  their  homes  as  competent  housewives  and 
homemakers,  functioning  again  in  a fully  active  capacity. 
The  objective  is  the  same  in  all  cases,  to  assist  the  blind 
person  to  realize  to  the  full  his  maximum  potential. 

More  and  more  jobs  are  opening  for  the  trained  blind 
person  in  our  state.  There  are  music  teachers,  farmers,  factory 
workers,  school  teachers,  salesmen,  laborers,  and  secretaries. 
Employers  of  Iowa  are  finding  a new  labor  market  of  skilled 
workers.  Blind  lowans  of  employable  age  are  in  greater  num- 
bers becoming  producers,  not  just  consumers. 

The  job  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  is  to: 

(1)  find  the  blind  person 

(2)  train  him  in  efficient  skills 

(3)  help  open  opportunity  through  job  placement 

(4)  follow  up  to  assist  in  ironing  out  final  problems. 

These  are  the  basic  steps  to  economic  and  social  success 
in  a dynamic  society.  When  the  goal  is  reached — when  the 
blind  person  is  working,  earning,  and  supporting — he  has 
gone  forth  To  Meet  The  World. 


Vending  stand  and  restaurant  operation  are  important 
parts  of  the  Commission’s  job  placement  program. 
Throughout  Iowa  blind  persons  are  earning  their  way 
in  this  type  of  operation.  Here  one  such  operator  is 
shown  in  his  place  of  business.  Blindness  is  no 
handicap  in  serving  the  public,  merchandising  and 
display,  buying,  and  bookkeeping. 


Public  schools  now  hire  teachers  who  are  blind — as 
regular  teachers  for  ordinary  classes  of  sighted  chil- 
dren, and  as  resource  teachers  for  blind  children.  This 
Center  graduate  went  to  college  to  complete  a master’s 
program  in  special  education.  Today  she  serves  ably 
as  a resource  teacher  for  young  blind  students  in  a 
regular  Iowa  public  school  system. 


“Nothing  unusual  about  this  woman  sitting  at  the 
desk,”  you  say.  Exactly!  Impaired  eyesight  does  not 
keep  one  from  performing  successfully  as  housemother 
at  a college  dormitory. 


This  blind  man  (left)  learned  his  travel  and  other 
techniques  at  the  Iowa  Center.  He  now  works  in  a 
neighboring  state  teaching  other  blind  persons.  He  is 
shown  here  teaching  travel  methods  with  the  new 
long  cane. 


These  rolls  would  satisfy  any  hungry  child.  This  Center 
graduate  is  back  in  her  home  community  as  a busy 
housewife  and  civic  leader.  She  is  once  again  fully 
employed. 
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Books  make  the  difference  between  civiliza- 
tion and  barbarism,  and  in  a world  where  so 
much  is  in  print  it  is  most  essential  to  provide 
reading  material  to  blind  persons.  The  library 
of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  does  just  that. 
As  a regional  library  for  the  blind  in  the  Library 
of  Congress  system  throughout  the  country, 
the  Commission  has  significant  resources 
available  to  it,  not  only  in  the  form  of  books  but 
in  the  form  of  advice  and  counsel  and  other 
assistance  from  the  Division  for  the  Blind  of 
the  Library  of  Congress. 

To  the  elderly  blind  resident  of  a nursing 
home,  to  the  blind  college  student,  to  the 
blind  secretary,  to  the  blind  Sunday  school 
teacher — to  all  corners  of  Iowa,  Braille  books, 
talking  book  records,  and  taped  books  are 
mailed  postage  free. 


How  important  is  the  Commission’s  library  to 
a blind  person?  It  is  not  always  easy  for  the 
blind  person  to  find  a reader  for  his  routine 
mail,  but  what  of  books,  magazines,  texts, 
brochures,  et  cetera?  Only  through  the  library 
for  the  blind  of  the  Commission  can  this  be 
done.  The  effect  on  blind  persons  is  easily 
seen  in  the  following  quotations  from  only  a 
few  of  the  letters  received  this  year: 

From  a medical  secretary — 

“I  could  not  work  without  The  Secretary’s 
Handbook  and  the  MacMillan  Medical  Diction- 
ary in  Braille.  Thanks  so  much  for  these  books 
and,  in  reality,  my  job.” 

From  a retired  newspaper  editor — 

“Then  this  is  a very  good  time  to  tell  you  how 
much  I appreciate  the  wonderful  service  I have 
received  from  your  library.  It  seems  that  I have 


Thousands  of  Braille  books  fascinate 
foreign  observers.  The  large  selection 
available  surprised  them,  for  most 
countries  do  not  have  such  facilities. 


only  to  wish  for  something,  make  my  wishes 
known,  and  the  parcel  post  truck  delivers  it 
to  my  door.  A great  deal  of  this  wish  fulfillment 
is  surely  due  to  the  thorough  efficiency  of  the 
library  staff.  Thanks  a million!” 

From  grateful  children — 

“We  would  like  to  thank  you  for  what  you 
have  done  for  Mother,  who  has  passed  on.  She 
had  many  enjoyable  hours  listening  to  the 
records.” 

From  a retired  minister — 

“I  can't  thank  you  enough  for  your  kindness 
in  sending  the  books  during  the  past  year. 
They  mean  so  much  more  than  one  can  have 
words  to  tell.” 

From  a former  Iowan  who  moved  to  another 
state  several  years  ago  and  wrote  after  a 
return  visit — 

“We  have  nothing  here  like  your  Commission. 
I was  fascinated  by  your  library.” 


Each  year  blind  college  students 
have  a one-day  seminar  in  Des  Moines 
to  solve  common  problems.  Here  in 
the  library  some  of  them  arrange 
for  text  books. 


I Four  years  ago  when  the  library  began,  only  2500  Braille 
volumes  and  containers  of  talking  book  records  and  taped 
books  per  month  went  to  blind  lowans.  Today  over  7500  go 
out  monthly.  These  books  go  on  a loan  basis  and  usually 
circulate  many  times.  The  wisdom,  humor,  and  pleasure  of 
the  printed  page  are  now  available  to  any  blind  Iowan — 
college  student  or  lawyer,  business  man  or  housewife,  grand- 
mother or  youngster. 


LIBRARY  GROWTH 

Number  of  Readers 
Books  and  Magazines  Distributed 

Braille 
Recorded 
Taped 

Total 

Total  Collection  Ready 
for  Distribution 

Braille  Volumes 
Talking  Books 
Taped  Books 


Total  (not  including 
magazines) 


July  1,  1960 
700* 


Fiscal  1960 
0 
0 
0 

0 


July  1,  1960 
0 

4,551 

0 


4,551 


June  30,  1961 
1,154 


Fiscal  1961 
3,536 
39,588 
97 

43,221 


July  1,  1961 
15,050* 
12,796 
50* 


27,896* 


June  30,  1962 
1,305 


Fiscal  1962 
5,987 
51,460 
350 

57,797 

July  1,  1962 
30,000* 
16,690 
425* 


47,115* 


June  30,  1963 
1,610 


Fiscal  1963 
8,623 
67,423 
1,101 

77,147 


July  1,  1963 
33,000* 
18,704 
731 


52,435* 


June  30,  1964 
1,847 


Fiscal  1964 
10,405 
76,692 
2,204 

89,301 


July  1,  1964 
47,000* 
22,506 
1,800 


71,306* 


Estimated 


Talking  book  readers  may  use  their  own  record 
players  or  borrow  machines  from  the  library. 
Also,  within  the  Commission’s  resources,  the 
library  will  produce  requested  books  in  Braille 
or  on  tape.  Priority  in  book  production  is  given 
to  text  books  for  blind  students  or  vocational 
material  for  blind  workers. 

Fiscal  1964  was  the  first  full  year  of  a new, 
cooperative  plan  with  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  whereby  the  Commission  for 
the  Blind  provided  reading  materials  and  coun- 
seling service  for  some  young  blind  lowans. 


Success  was  achieved,  and  one  supervisor 
of  special  education  for  a large  city  public 
school  system  wrote,  "We  have  sincerely  ap- 
preciated all  of  the  fine  help  you  have  given 
us  this  year.  I am  sure  that  we  will  need  to 
rely  on  you  for  the  years  to  come.” 

The  Iowa  library  for  the  blind  is  fast  growing 
to  meet  the  demands  and  reading  needs  of 
the  blind  of  the  state.  Its  books  and  magazines 
range  from  the  Reader’s  Digest  to  the  Bible, 
from  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  to  Newsweek, 
from  The  Warren  Report  to  Gone  With  The 
Wind.  The  goal  is  to  give  the  blind  comparable 
service  to  that  received  by  sighted  persons 
from  a good  public  library. 
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IN  THE  HOME  COMMUNITY 


Towels  are  hemmed  by  many  blind  women 
throughout  Iowa  and  are  distributed  for 
the  Commission  by  the  Federated  Women’s 
Clubs.  All  profit  goes  to  the  hemmers, 
most  of  whom  would  otherwise  have  no 
employment  in  their  homes.  Here  a Com- 
mission representative  visits  a hemmer 
in  her  home. 


Home  programs  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  include  home 
teaching;  home  industries;  and  provision  of  specialized  pro- 
ducts, tools,  and  aids  for  blind  persons.  Teachers  give  instruc- 
tion in  skills  and  coordination  of  local  services  to  those  unable 
to  attend  the  Commission  in  Des  Moines  for  intensive  instruc- 
tion. Home  industries  give  employment  to  those  blind  persons 
who,  because  of  age  or  some  additional  disability  or  circum- 
stance are  unable  to  work  in  competitive  employment. 

The  Commission  for  the  Blind  is  also  a central  source  for 
special  items  which  assist  a blind  person  to  achieve  self- 
sufficiency.  These  vary  from  Braille  watches  and  clocks  to 
white  canes  of  all  types,  from  specially  marked  insulin  syringes 
for  blind  diabetics  to  Braille  paper,  from  cooking  utensils  with 
specially  marked  dials  to  materials  used  by  blind  craftsmen. 
A blind  person  may  purchase  these  at  the  Commission's  cost. 
When  there  is  a clearly  demonstrated  need  and  the  blind 
person  is  unable  to  pay,  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  (within 
the  limits  of  its  resources)  provides  the  item  without  charge 
to  the  blind  person. 


The  president  (left)  and  headquarters 
secretary  (right)  of  the  Iowa  Federa- 
tion of  Women’s  Clubs  display  one 
of  the  popular  Iowa  tablecloths 
hemmed  by  blind  women  in  their 
homes  and  distributed  by  club  women. 
These  tablecloths  have  been  sent  to 
such  far  off  places  as  Sweden, 
Germany,  and  Thailand. 
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WITH  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 


Some  officers  of  the  Iowa  Lions  Sight 
Conservation  Foundation  meet  a Cen- 
ter graduate  (now  a college  student) 
in  the  home  economics  instruction 
apartment  at  the  Orientation  and 
Adjustment  Center  for  the  Blind. 
Lions  furnished  the  instruction  equip- 
ment for  the  home  economics  course. 
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I Program  development  of  the  Commission  for 
the  Blind  in  so  short  a time  would  have  been 
impossible  without  the  help  of  many  groups 
and  individuals  throughout  Iowa.  Numerous 
problems  have  been  solved  and  service  to  the 
blind  has  become  more  effective.  The  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  wishes  to  express  its 
sincere  gratitude  to  all  who  have  helped  it 
Meet  The  World. 


I Lions  Clubs  in  Iowa  aid  the  Commission  and 
serve  the  blind  in  a variety  of  ways.  Individually 
and  through  the  Iowa  Lions  Sight  and  Con- 
servation Foundation  they  supply  much  needed 
library  and  training  equipment,  make  referrals 
from  local  communities,  provide  some  special 
devices  and  aids  purchased  through  the  Com- 
mission directly  to  needy  blind  persons,  and 
inform  their  own  areas  about  the  service  pro- 


Once  blind,  this  lady  now  reads 
needed  books  onto  tape  for  blind 
persons.  Her  sight  was  restored  by 
a corneal  transplant  made  available 
through  the  Iowa  Lions  Eye  Bank  at 
Iowa  City.  She  is  shown  in  a sound- 
treated  reading  room  at  the  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  in  Des  Moines. 
Once  she  received  help;  today  she 
gives  it  so  that  others  may  Meet 
The  World. 


Braille  classes  for  sighted  volunteers 
from  temple  or  chuch  organizations 
or  from  the  general  community  are 
held  at  the  Commission  for  the 
Blind.  Certified  Braille  transcribers 
produce  on  Braille  writers  thousands 
of  pages  each  year  for  blind  college 
students  or  other  blind  persons  with 
special  needs. 


grams  and  opportunities  available.  The  furnish- 
ings and  equipment  in  certain  sections  of  the 
Commission’s  building  were  provided  by  the 
Lions.  In  many  instances  local  Lions  Club 
members  have  worked  with  the  Commission 
representatives  to  contact  employers  to  secure 
jobs  for  qualified  blind  workers.  Also  the  Lions 
of  Iowa  finance  the  Braille  and  tape  production 
program  conducted  by  the  inmates  at  the 
State  Penitentiary  at  Fort  Madison,  where  each 
year  many  thousands  of  pages  of  educational 
and  vocational  materials  are  transcribed  by  the 
inmates  into  a usable  medium  for  blind  persons. 

Bra  i 1 1 ists  and  tapists  in  larger  numbers  and 
from  a variety  of  organizations  (Jewish  Temple 
Sisterhoods  to  speech  sororities)  donate  money 
and  many  hours  in  the  transcription  into  Braille 
and  onto  tape  of  print  material  needed  by  the 
blind.  This  is  of  immeasurable  value  and  im- 
portance to  a working  and  effective  library. 

The  Hawkeye  Chapter  of  the  Telephone 
Pioneers  of  America  and  other  telephone  work- 


ers carry  out  a statewide  program  of  talking 
book  machine  distribution  and  repair,  instruc- 
tion in  the  use  of  these  machines  to  new  blind 
borrowers,  assistance  in  selecting  books,  gen- 
eral referral  to  the  Commission  for  needed 
services,  and  community  education  about 
blindness  and  the  programs  of  the  Commission. 

The  Federated  Women’s  Clubs  of  Iowa  sell 
thousands  of  towels  hemmed  by  over  60  blind 
women  throughout  the  state.  Clubwomen  also 
provide  many  services  in  public  relations  and 
education. 

The  Salvation  Army  continues  to  cooperate 
closely  with  the  Commission.  It  has  a summer 
camp,  special  gatherings,  and  a constant 
service  program  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  blind. 

The  Iowa  Association  of  the  Blind,  the  state 
organization  of  the  blind,  works  and  consults 
with  the  Commission  in  many  ways,  especially 
through  four  yearly  meetings  of  the  Advisory 
Committee,  which  also  has  representatives 
from  the  Iowa  Braille  and  Sight  Saving  School. 


The  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare, 
the  county  welfare  departments  and  the  Iowa 
Braille  and  Sight  Saving  School  work  with  the 
Commission  in  a variety  of  ways  to  round  out 
the  service  program. 

To  each  individual  in  these  and  other  groups 
and  to  the  public  at  large  the  Commission  for 


I the  Blind  sends  a real  THANK  YOU!  Progress 
can  be  maintained  only  with  such  help.  Interest 
and  cooperation  from  the  Legislature,  the 
Executive  Council,  and  officials  of  the  execu- 
tive and  legal  branches  of  government  give  the 
Commission  for  the  Blind  the  needed  resources 
to  help  the  blind  of  Iowa  go  forward  To  Meet 
The  World. 


Tape  instruction  workshops  are  held 
at  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  for 
persons  interested  in  reading  print 
onto  tape.  Many  individuals  and 
groups  such  as  Temple  Sisterhoods 
and  Zeta  Phi  Eta  are  giving  gener- 
ously of  their  time  to  do  this  work. 


Telephone  Pioneers  in  Iowa  have 
an  established  program  of  service  to 
the  blind  working  through  the  Com- 
mission. This  instruction  seminar 
for  telephone  people  at  the  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  centers  around 
the  use  of  the  talking  book  machine. 


IOWA  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Financial  Estimate  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
July  1,  1964 -June  30,  1965 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  Forward  (State)  $ 7,049.11 

State  Appropriation  212,510.00 

Federal  Grants  205,705.21 


TOTAL 


$425,264.32 


DISBURSEMENTS 

VR* 

SO** 

TOTAL 

Salaries 

$169,509.58 

$ 68,021.77 

$237,531.35 

Travel 

12,271.00 

6,000.00 

18,271.00 

Office 

7,500.00 

6,600.00 

14,100.00 

Maintenance  Building 

16,125.00 

5,375.00 

21,500.00 

Printing  & Binding 

700.00 

500.00 

1,200.00 

Lights,  Heat  and  Water 

11,745.00 

3,915.00 

15,660.00 

Rent 

2,400.00 

2,400.00 

Equipment 

3,000.00 

1,000.00 

4,000.00 

Insurance 

214.00 

36.00 

250.00 

Services  for  the  Blind 

101,369.22 

8,982.75 

110,351.97 

TOTAL 

$324,833.80 

$100,430.52 

$425,264.32 

* VR  means  approximately  one  third  State 

and  two  thirds  Federal  funds  that  participate  in 

the  Vocational 

Rehabilitation  Program. 

SO  means  entirely  financed  from  State  funds. 


Marketing  and  Manufacturing  receipts  and  disbursements  are  not  listed.  That  program  is  maintained  at  no  profit  to  the 
State,  and  total  disbursements  depend  on  receipts  during  the  year. 

By  putting  up  $119,128.59  in  State  funds  for  participating  in  the  Rehabilitation  Program  we  can  earn  $205,705.21  Federal 
funds,  making  a total  of  $324,833.80  Federal  and  State  funds  for  this  program. 


IOWA  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


PROPOSED  BUDGET 


For  the  Biennium  July  1,  1965  through  June  30,  1967 

For  Each  Year  of  the  Biennium 

RECEIPTS 

Statp  Annrnnriatinn 

$298,932.13 

253,623.15 

$552,555.28 

Federal  Grants 
TOTAL 

DISBURSEMENTS 

VR* 

SO** 

TOTAL 

Salaries 

$236,621.99 

$110,458.29 

$347,080.28 

Travel  

15,000.00 

8,000.00 

23,000.00 

Office 

7,500.00 

7,500.00 

15,000.00 

Maintenance  Building 

15,400.00 

6,600.00 

22,000.00 

Printing  & Binding 

600.00 

600.00 

1,200.00 

Lights,  Heat  and  Water 

. ....  11,812.50 

3,937.50 

15,750.00 

Rent 

2,400.00 

2,400.00 

Equipment  .. . 

... . 2,000.00 

2,000.00 

4,000.00 

Insurance 

95.00 

30.00 

125.00 

Services  for  the  Blind 

110,000.00 

12,000.00 

122,000.00 

TOTAL  

$401,429.49 

$151,125.79 

$552,555.28 

* VR  means  approximately  one  third  State  and  two  thirds  Federal  funds  that  participate  in  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program. 
**  SO  means  entirely  financed  from  State  funds. 


Marketing  and  Manufacturing  receipts  and  disbursements  are  not  listed.  That  program  is  maintained  at  no  profit  to  the 
State,  and  total  disbursements  depend  on  receipts  during  the  year. 

By  putting  up  $147,806.34  in  State  funds  for  participating  in  the  Rehabilitation  Program  we  can  earn  $253,623.15  in 
Federal  funds,  making  a total  of  $401,429.49  Federal  and  State  funds  for  this  program  for  each  year  of  the  Biennium. 


